DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

The Queen had had great hopes of better relations
between England and Russia owing to the marriage
of her grand-daughter with Tsar Nicholas II.   They
sent her messages of tenderest love on all suitable
family occasions, but otherwise the results were at
present disappointing.   A series of articles violently
hostile to England had appeared in the Russian Press
by a writer who was credited with being in the Tsar's
confidence, and these, translated into English and
published in the Press, had roused strong resentment.
The Queen wrote direct to the Tsar asking him to
repudiate them, but though " Granny loved him so"
he seems to have taken no notice of this request, for
neither he nor his Government nor indeed his wife
found the slightest obligation inherent in his marriage
to love England.   This unfriendliness was accentu-
ated by the appointment this year of Prince Lobanoff,
a rabid Anglophobe, as Russian Foreign Minister.
He soon had an opportunity for making trouble, for
early in 1896 the British-Egyptian Expedition started
up the Nile in order to reconquer the Sudan, which,
since the death of General Gordon, had been in the
hands of the Mahdi and of the Khalifa who suc-
ceeded him.   A convenient pretext for this move was
offered by the plight of a small Italian force at
Kassala.   They had been defeated at Adowa by the
Abyssinians, who threatened their base, and a British-
Egyptian  advance  to  Dongola  would  relieve the
pressure.   The Queen was all in favour of " helping
the poor Italians/' but this piece of altruism deceived
nobody and it was no secret that the Sudan was the
real  objective.   France  had  no illusions  about it,
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